activity™ was: m._.ewdem:e in
-Dixie-vn - days’-of old, as

evxdenced by this arhclﬂent’ :

to-us by Cathy Nelsen, our
Dixie Correspondent. -

came from the Aug. 30, 1911
edition of the Free ‘Press,_
headlined “Large Crowd of
Mmers, Prospectors, . and

Lot

" at Dixie Last 'l‘hu.rsday to
‘Celebrate Anniversary of
Discovery.” .

. DIXIE, August 30.—-!11
weather, immense , ep-
thusiasm, a large crowd and
a creditable celebration
marked the first observance
of 'Dixie Days,” last
Thursday, Augubt 24th. The
ddy before visitors were
coming into the camp from
surrounding mining
districts, and Thursday
morning saw the blggeit
crowd ever assembied in the
camp. Elk. City sent the
largest delegation, but from
Orogrande, Ten Mile,
Ramey Ridge and Big Creek
many came.

UThe program in the
morning, .which is given
below, was carried out in a
creditable manner and at the
suggdstion of President
Gayton of the Dixie Chamber .
of Commerce, Messrs. Horii;
Schissler, Balskeit, Scott
and Hye of Elk City;
_Cosgrove of Orogrande; and
Wallis of Ramey Ridge, were
called unon and responded in
a cheerful spirit on separate
subjects but all touching on

the great future that awaits .

the development of the
mining camps of Central
Idaho. The ball game in the
afternoon and the horse
racing in the evening were
the principal sports of the
day. Dixie won by a close
seore from their old rivals,

Peaple” Gathered -,

the Elk boys in the ‘ball -
game; but in the horse*"
racing,

purs&—'l‘he dance in- the

evening at the Hotel Dixie,
was the most enjoyable
‘social event of that kind ever
held in the camp. That this
little camp’ with her *Dixie
Day" celebration, “made
Eood" to hier guests of that
=18 = cheerfully

“her next ob-.
servanoe . }hm day, which

Blk City won alt the -

S Hazhtt at _Dixie; Idaho,
August 24, 19!1( -

and Fellow Townsmen:

To mehas been accorded the
honor of addremng youupon
this occasion, and on behalf
of the people of Dixie, I'bid-
“you visitors welcome to owr
town and extend to you the
freedom of the'city, and I
assure you that the people of
Dixie will . leave .nothing
undone upon their part to
make this an event long to be

h—remembered:—Of —cotrse;

year ltnvﬂlbemeearnat

- endeavor of .her, citizens to

sustain the ‘good impression
that was made in her initial
celebration of the.discovery
of the Dixie mining camp.
Ths orator of the day,
Judge Henry Hazlitt,in his
address on the :“Pioneer
Days at- Dixie,”  which is
printed in full, ‘was at his
best, and at the close of his
remarks, the éntire audience
gave him a vote of thanks.
The followlng program Wns
ngeng

ging jof “‘America,’

by audience. .

Musical Duet

Oration, ijneer Days of
Dixie,”, Judge Henry S.
Hazlitt, o

Musical Duet. - *
- Recitation, *‘I Remember,
1 Remember,” Miss Marvel

Trader.
Patriofic Song, George
Yahrus,
Singing, “Columbia, the
Gem of the Ocean,” by
audience. ]

Recitation, “The  Ball
Game,"” Joseph McKnight.

¢

Song, “Rings on Your
Fingers,” Dixie Baseball
Team.

Violin Solo, Wm. Tate..

Pioneer Days of Dixie,
Delivered by Judge Henry

when the ballgame begms
this afternoon, “‘Friendship
ceases” and Dixie will root
for the Dixie team and see
that it gives_the Elk City
aggregation a run for its
money.

The aubject assigned to me
by ‘the Committee - on

Arfangements for this oc-——
_casionis the Pioneer Days of

Dixie. The early history of
Dixie is so interwoven with
that of Florence and Elk City
that it is difficult to speak of
'Dixie prior to 1893 as a
separate commumity. Well
do I remember the rush to.
the Northern mines, as they
were -called in the miining

camps of California &nd -

southern Oregon. Al through
the winter of 1861-62,

wherever the - miners
congregated, Salmon River,
Orofino, Bannack, Elk City,
John Day and Powder River -
were names to conjure withi;

in fact, there were but two
topics of conversation, the
Northern Mines and the war.

When Salmon River (now
Florence) Orofino and Elk
City - were struck, Fort
Sumpter had been. fired
upon; Bull Run was history.

From the Mississippi to the.
Pacific - the country was
-ablaze with . Indian
hostilifies, with " all their

_attendant barbarities. On

every hand, throughout the
nation was heard the call to
arms.-The first mihing done
in what is now Dixie mining
district, was in 1862, in Dixie
Gulch by two prospectors
‘whose names 1 have never

: 1earned, who had come over
the divide' from ‘Elk City.
-These -men worked awhile

and running short of grub,

< Mr. Chaumanr_vlsim_taken out..some:lso 00_and

one- of the partiers took.
what. gold. dust. they had

‘to- Elk. City for.
sunphaz At the. crossing of
Red River, where the bridge
now _is, h¢ was. killed by
ambushed Indians, whe

_robbed the body and hid it in

the, willaws. His* part-
ner, becoming uneasy,
because - of his failure

return | as anticxpnted
struck out aftér him, and

between the crossing pf Red,

er-and Elk City,]
compariy of Volunteers-from
Elk City on an Idaho scout:
Upon inquiry, he was told
that his - er had not
reached Elk City; that he
had probiably been ‘killed by

an Indian war party which'

had been seen on the
meadows.

When  the Volunteers
reached ‘the ford, a short
gearch found the body in the
willows. Times being
troublous, because of the
Indian hostilities, the
surviving partner aban-

ie Gulch. In

during ‘thé. Buffalo Hump

g .

from these little nuggets that
Nugget Gulch got its name.
This party also sunk a lot of
holes between the Hump and
Nugget Gulch. P.S. Prichard
unnks it was on the head of
Boulder Creek Gulch.in the
vicinity of the Robinson and

“Cox _ claims. In fact, the

“Terndn -party did not know
where it was, it was lost and
did not get its bearings wntil
itstruckthe Indian trail from
Red River to Salmon. (The
old Dixie and Elk trail) In
1864, a party from Eik City
came over the divide on a
prospecting. trip. Sam
Dxllmger was, I think in this
party.  They found - the
abandgned diggings on Dixie

Guich which they staked. -
- They
- Crooked Creek. One of their
“holes is yet to be seen at the

also  prospected

mouth of Dixie Guleh near

Larson's Arastra. In 1865,

-—can(ﬂany '_lhls——company

Andy Taylor came and
bought - int6.'the Dilling

gradually acquired - water’

rights’ ‘and. dm:hes in the.

basin, and for 10 or 12 years

there Wwere no other miners:’
_in the district. One season; .’
1892, I think, Sam Dillinger
_was the" sole inhabitatnt of -

Dixie.

In 1885, George Blmne
staked the Crooked Creck
placer and the Ontario mine.
These weré the first claims

staked in conformity with”

the requirements of the
mining laws .of the United
States. Blaine left the
country fora couple of years,

_and in. 1884 P.S. Prichard,

Walter Stanley and Jack
Boyer came in and staked
the Crooked' Creek placer.
Blaine came back and
Prichard & Co. gavehim an
interest. Stanley .leit the
country and A H, Cummings
bought Boyer’s- interest.
About this time Walter and
Wells Clark bought the
Leach and Taylor interest in
Dillinger & Co. , and worked
that property until 1892,
when ltpassedmmthehands

of E.F;: Milhoan- & Co. In -
1898, Sam Dillinger struck
the Dillinger mine, This was _Larson’
followed -by a’ quaitz ex-:_‘tll !
- the "spring

citement; ~ when ~ the
prospectors organmed Dixie

" Mining District, and elected
Wells M., Clark distriet.
" récorder. Clark selling out
‘his- interests, turned the
- records’ .over to Tom

Bollmah, who»he'ld the office
until - 1902.%Because of the

hard times. of that year,”

nothmg .the way of work

1894:°In
built his' drastra on Rhett
Creek and had it running
‘when my partner, Z.H.

- Fairchild and 1 got here,

(August 2, of that yéar).
Blaine & Co., had their ditch
completed and their sawmill
up and were cutting lumber
for their flume. e

‘X had just got to EI:City
and T.X. Ratcliff had written
B.B. Stuart' about the

"“discovery of the Comstock
and .

Thompson
Mr. Fairchild

by
Youngberg.

in
1895, Sam" Drlllinger'

he found the ground he
wanted located and being

.worked by a man by the
jiame of Leslie. Being anold _

acquaintaice of B.B,.
Stuart’s, Mr. Stuart had told

" himi of ‘the Comstrike and

advised him to go to Dixie,
The Elk City wagonroad had
Just been completed; and I

. think 1 drove the first buggy
first vehicles:.

i .
over the road, other.than the
wagons with the construction
gang, were driven by"B.B.
Stuart and Jim Nash. My
partnership -with . Mr.
d was a typical

. ploneer partnership. Wefirst

saw eich other as we rolled
out of our blankets July
301.11 That night -we had
‘eed to go to Dixfe
'gether. When we got _to
Dixie we went into
where the Hall cabin:now is.
In4or5dayswewentdown

to the Idaho Reef and .

prospected for the ~west
extension of the Comstock.
Mr. Fairchild, the second,
brought-in a very . rich piece
of float that he had pickedup
in the gulch just’ belovg

pring - this
prospected the dike but could
not find the vein from which
our float had come. I think
that 1 stuck the first pick in

" the ground on what is now

known ‘as the dike. From
there we went down to Sams
Creek, "and- located - the

Tronsides group now owned

by . -myself and‘Mr. and

Mrs.-Txader. Just before we -

went out: Tommy- Prichard
had -begun_to buijd ‘his
arastra.  While we were
camped ‘at Boulder. Gulch,
Rory Buekd and Andy
Taylor came up from the
Dillinger neighborhood and
went (l;a:to camp above us, A
t‘ew S

N.B. Y ?’mm'&e
anab F. Bradford camie in to
examine the Comstock for
which ~ Thompson and
“Youngberg asked - $20;f

also a party of prospecl.ors E

came ‘in from Montana.
‘These men located a placer

4 T y.
OS] quartz—onﬂold
‘Hill. When e arrived there ~Vorkc

" Blaine & Co. and E.F.

* These are the men -that

the transcient. prospecwrs» »
there were about 25 men in
the - district that year, of -

‘Burke. Sam_ Myers and

myself. -

When T. got back, in June

1896, W.H. Phelps ‘had

started .up the Oomstock,
L.Eﬂtch -

running “his ‘arastra’ and

Milhoan & Co., had " fust

closed down for the season.

That year Mrs. Millioan and -

daughter were in . camp.

Boliman -and Tumer

placer . minlnzf
ch. That

l feel it is ﬁtting- :
close :this address with a:g
tribute - tn !hnt ‘army. -of il

postoffice - was > eetal
that fall with.l P

eeds are men like- Tommy
Eruse who hand and work "
with a definite end.in view.
Men who have courage.

develop ‘mining camps and
build up great’ enterprises.
And last but not least, the -
people must wake up to the




