" Nez Perce
. Historical Park. *

By Lilllan Pethtel
KAMIAH-In this"
bicentennial year, much
review of history is being
pursued and mtich written.

making -.a first. A

Nez Perce trails on a special
grant received by the
‘Uniiversity-of Idaho from the
National

He wrote his thesis in 1974

~ whenhe received his Msster’s

Degree in anthropology on
the Nez Perce. This thesis,
entitled ‘Nez Perce Dress-A
Study in Culture Change'’,

© coversa penod of more than

.y

£50 years

young man is “making” a
career of exploring early

.history -ahd remrdmg it for
posterity.

celebrated for its beautiful :
scenery. It is named from
the Kamiah (now Lawyer's |
Creek which enters into the |
Clearwater in the eastem |
part of the reserve. Just .
where the creek empties into ;
the river, the valley is about :

two mﬂeﬂ ‘wide. Mountain

ranges aré’on both sides of .
the rivér, not bare, steep

-mountn!ns such 48 you might

ine, bt made up of

before
1770 and ending ip 1920. The

initial manuseript of 360
pages was printed in offset.’
Only 200 books were printed
and they are now collectors
items.

At the present time, Doug
(as he is called at Kamiahor
Steve as he is known at the
University) is writing a book
for Doubleday that  will
include ruch-of the original
manuscript and perhaps
much of the research now
being dorie regarding the
travél routes of the early
people, their method of
travel and the campsites and
villages.

The present day roads out
of Kamiah follow a hub
pattern and the early roads
of the pioneers followed the
Nez Perce Indian trails, also
a hub - pattem from this

valley.

The beautiful myth of
creation, written by Kate
‘McBeth (perhaps the first
book written on the Kamiah
Valley after notes. in the
journals of Le\m-Clark)
truly describes thearea.’

* The Myth of Creation

Kate McBeth_ - .

buttes  (Hittle’ hllls) one -
rising back “of ‘and hi@er
than the other, until the fifth,
sixth, or seventh, with its
pretty fir trees, makes .
heaven seem but a step
farther up. Here and there a
canypn divides the mountain
ranges, letting the snow
water out in the spring and

early summer, to make its :
trip. down the .

annual

Clearwater, Snake and

 Columbia Rivers to the

grand Pacific Ocean.

“Now here, in this

beautiful valley, down by the -

old ferry, there is a mound 50

large it looks like a hill. It is

surrounded by level ground :
(now a center of the Nez

Perce National Historical |
Park). The Nez Perces call it

“The Heart’ and tell the |
stnry of how it came to be

q'Xﬂex‘ the world” wis |
made,but no people yet, in |
Kamiah there lay a great
monster. He was so large he
filled the valley. That ifiomitl *
marks just where the tieart |

of it was: He did not néed to-"
search for food, -for he could .|

draw in animals, great and :
small, for a distance’ of..
mi.l - swallow

i their {riends.

“The Kamiah Valley is

'was white with the.bones of

little wolf, for always, when
‘drew -near, the creature
shut his mouth tight saying’
Go away; go away!” One
day, after the coyote had
gathered. some pitch-pine
and flint; he crept quietly up
alongslde the monster, and

“/hit the shut mouth so that it

opened with a jerk, andina

+ moment-the little brave was

Inside ".the great prison
houte. ‘What a company he
found there, the sick, dead,

" and dying! Soon .with his

pitch and 'flint he kindled a

_fire, and.the smoke came %
pulfing but of the mouth,

ears and nose of the monster.
The little commander inside
ordered yet alive to make

- The great white

id he was not able to
ly “went ' out

theea\gnte All this - seco

e the coyote was sawlng
away on the great heart with
his flint, listening with
delight to the sick gmans of
the dying beast. .
"“Whén all the - captives
were out and at liberty, there
stood in the silence only the
coyote and his friend the fox.
What should be done with

this great body? They

finally .decided to cut it in
pleces, and from the piem,
people “the world. So ‘the

.Blackfoot Indians were

made from the feet, the
Crows and Flatheads from
the head, and other tribes
were made, from other parts
of the body and sent off to
their own lands. The two
friends were left alone. The
fox, looking up and down the
river said, “Why, we haveno
people for this beautiful

_valley, and nothing left to

make them ‘from.” “True,”
said the coyote, “nothing but

.a few drops of the heart’s

best blood on my hands,
Brlng me Some water from
the river.”” This was done,
While the coyote washed his
hands, - he sprinklsd the

Only one'i winter homeof the Nemepoo
ong “them dared to ap--:
proach the dreaded animal,

This was the coyote, or'the: . tra

‘month”here “in- 1606 earoute
back ‘to. thé then malled
civilized world:’ They ‘made '

- Nqu. tbenamegiven

Willlari Clark u’amped :

their. ‘camp - where “the’
sawmlll of - the:: Twin
Feathers Unit of the Potlatch
Corporation now stands, For
years, in the field just south
of the Lewis-Clark - cam-
psite, the foundation rockx
ay of the French' ‘Fur "
Trading Post. 3

_devis e _means iosen Ones) Eprang up:" . <
destioy - this enemy of a ali Kamlah as, ince’
beast-kind, - for the valley: w Er t:h 3

The present town of

Kamiah (the name .meons’
tattered ends of hemp) is the’

_ third one, theﬂmtbeing’on ;
Neken Cmek in the: area -

lled East Kamiah; the
e% reallmnd‘

earwam' ;

and the third and: present |

town belng located in 1605.

The present schoo! site is
the ' fourth:one for Kamiah, .

the first being located on the '

Adams Grade near the site of

the Waltér Agbe home; the. |

second belng at the depot;

and third being located |
across the street from the .
Community  Presbyterlan |
“Church; . and the fourth

bmldlng being razed just a
year ago.to make room for
the additions to the present
education complex,

Just as the people of today,
mark- the highways and(
byways, to allow for ease of
travel, the Nez Perces did

the same. Two such identify -

markings are very much in
evidence - a rock across the
Clearwater River from the

first town of Kamigh and the - .

Ceiling of the riow named :
Kitchen. Cave in -Lawyer’s |

Canyon. .The paint used to
identify these'two areas has
‘not been duplicated or solved
as to-solution. The ‘meaning
of the hieroglyphs'are lnst in
“antiquity.”. .




