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TRAGEDIES Co

NDIAN hostilitles in Central Idahio
L received no atten-}-
: tion from historians ave the “Sheep-.-

which have

% eater” campaigns of 1878 and 1879.
" Ounly recently the War Department
has glven these troubles offiical recog-
nition as “Campaigns,” and hereafter
they will be so listed and Army regu-

. lations amended accordingly. This ree- .

ognition has proceeded so far that the :
Cemeterial division of the Q. M. G.
has sanctioned the erection over Pri-
vate Egan’s lonely grave of a 5-foot
conical monument of boulders laid in
‘. cement and surmounted by a marble
_ headstone of the World War design,
which will mark not only the grave
but also the site of the engagement of
August 20, 1879, on Big Creek at
~ Boldier Bar. So remote is this section,
. far up in the fastnesses of the Sal-
mon river canyon in the golden heart
“of central Idabo that the stone will
have to be hauled about 70 miles by
' wagon and 40 miles by pack mules to
réach its destination.

In the absence of official data the
writer has related personal experiences,
supplemented DLy verification from
other active participants among the
few survivors who still walk the’
earth.

The story of the Nez Perce war of .

1877 is too familiar to need repetition
here, and for the benefit of the new

generations which have since entered

the world it may be said that it is the
story of the epic flight ot Chief
2000
miles of the roughest country in North
America; of a retreat conducted with
such masterly skill &s to win the

"~ ‘highest praise for the Indian leader

from the Army officers who fried in

vain to cateh him. The war finally -

~ ended in the Bear Paw mountains ol
Montane when the late Gen. Nelson A.

Miles, and the Fifth infantr ﬁna’ly
. intercepted him and hel bﬁ
“until the pursuing Gen. Howard and .

at‘_ibay “ f

-
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gers and hardships. With the first de-
© feat of Buffalo Horn in southeastern” |
- Idaho, many of his hostiles escaped

-his weary troopers came up, and the im _1,@- to the Weiser country and joined for--.

" hostiles surrendered.

The “Sheepeaters” were a few mon-
grel Indians of unknown pedigree who E
iphabited the isolated, and at that per-
‘jod . scantily settled, Council and In-
~dian valleys of the upper Weiser river.

"Except for their natural propensity
for raiding ranches and rumning off
stock they were comparatively peace-
ful.© Their name was derived from
their subsistence on mountain sheep
killed during their summer hunting
trips into the rugged fastnesses of the’

. mountain hinterland.

What is known as the Sheepeater
country is to this day the wildest and
most impenetrable region of indeserib-
able ruggedness and grandeur. Lofty
mountain  summits  alternate  with
abysmal canyons thousands of feet 111 _J-
depth along whose depths the waters”
of mountain torrents dash along to
free themse.ves from their vock-bound
channels. The forests abound in game;
the streams teem with fish, and these
resources constituted  the principal
wubsistence of the Sheepeaters. The
Big Horn or mountain sheep are still
numerons despite the fact that the In-
dians were successful hunters of this
elusive gome and largely subsisted on
their meat, from which they derived
their name.

The Chief Joseph war of 1877 a-

roused geuneral unvest among the tri-

Lal Indians of the entire Pacific

northrwest, and this condition was,
. further aggravated by the Bannock

war of 187S under the leadevship of

Buffalo Horn, Although the Bannock

arduous as had been ~the Nez Perce -
war, it was filled with plenty of dan-
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ces with Hagle Hye, War Jack and
Chuck, tribal chiefs of the Sheepeaters,

thus strengthening and - encouraging - -

them to make trouble, with the proba-

, ble view in their minds of inaugurat- -
) 'i ing a distant flank attack necessitat- *
ing withdrawal of troops engaged in -
_ chasing Buffalo Horn and his myr-
© % . “midons entirely out of Idaho.

This conjecture was justified when,

on June 17, 1878, the Sheepeaters and -

their renegade Bannock recruits raid-
ed ranches in Indian valley some
hours hefore dawp, and ran off with
abou head of horses owned by Wil-
liam Munday, Tom Healey and Jake
Grosclose. Discovering their loss af
daylight these men, accompanied by
“Three-Fingered” Smith, a veteran of
the Modoc war of 1872-73, they pursu-
’; »,% ed the hostiles with intent to recover
their stolen stock, following them ov-
er the divide between the Weiser and
Payette water sheds to Long valley
where,at 2 point on the old gold-seek-
ers trail between Lewiston, Idaho, and
the Boise Basin, they were ambushed
by the hostiies at the Payette Falls,
resulting in the killing of Munday,
Healey and Grosclose in the order
named, and badly wounding “Three-
Fingers” .and his mule, after putting
up a brave fight for their lives. Smith,
shot twice through the right groin,
and his left shoulder crippled by two
more shots, and Lhis mule practically
coutof commission, escaped to a
grove of pine and willows, where he
.,remained under cover until he ohserv-
ed the hostiles rounding up their
stoek, headed for the divide between
the Payette and Salmon river waters.

P

outbreak was neither so long nor hnﬂ“_ % He then made the greatest effort of

his life by climbing his crippled mule
and headed for the Calvin ‘R, White

(2)
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tnmtwn -after’ aba.ndbning his “mule’

on ms hands and knees,

“and saddle;-a

and making the Tast lap’ of his journey:
‘ where ” he

“where, in’ 1877
“B, - 1st. _re'ri-.

. he had’ Jomed E Comp, ) :
hos.” C.:Ga

ment Idaho volun

ing the® ‘Nez" Perce War. Anticipahng
trouble from'the Bannocks, who were,
raising all kinds of devilment in south-
ern Idaho at’that, "time,”'he Teturned
for furth‘er*sery_iqef"in ‘his company,
The day following' his arrival at Wei-
ser, BEdgar Hall, mail carrier, arrived
from the upper.country with the first o
news of the massacre,»i Hall was on’ :
his way to Boise “eity to procure and.
accompany & doctor'-".to the - White s
station  to docto i th ounds :
“Three-Fingers.” - : :

That afternoon a ,conipahy of four:
men comprising John Smith, (a broth-
er-in-law of Bill Munday), Steve Dur-
bin, Ike MeKinney'‘and the writer,"
all members of Company E., left Wei-
ser for the ‘mail station, intending to”
chase the hostiles, recapture the sfolen
stock ‘for the benefit of the widows, :
and with the further hope in mind of
capturing or otherwise. disposing oﬁ
the murderers." v

Their equipment_ ousisted of horS(.'
.60, caliber. " Springfield’
rifle; a very limited supply of car-
tridges; extra saddle blanket; one-half
sack of “gelf-rising” flour; and a few.
coffee berries and a pinch of tea to,
chew on and prevent -headaches for
those ‘'who were accustomed to the use
of these beverages in peace time.’
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In those. primitive days all civilian
volunteers furnished their own trans-
portation, commissary and other equip-
ment for Hght marching. order at their
own cost. Under such conditions most
of the Indian wars’
. northwest have been fought; the vol ;
7 untéer companies being always in th

.- field before troops arrived, :

Thus equipped the four men reach

over a poor excuse for a wagon road,
station for rest and refreshment for

morning. ‘““Three-Fingers” - was impa-
tiently awaiting arrival of the Boise:

.A'_ much valuable information concerning

sequently verified.

Harly dawn they headed for the
scene of the tragedy, where they ar-
rived at evening dusk, being unfam-
" iliar with the country. Here they built

.4 camp five, mixed a batch of “self-
rising,” toasted on wilow twigs, and

motions of spreading their blankets '
they silently stole away and back-
.tracked to another camp two miles
up the trail they had followed, in the
hope of decelving the Indians if any.
were around in search of new victims.
EEere they camped for the night, each
- taking turns of vigilant watchiul
waiting until daylight, when they re-
turned to the scene of the killings,
and reconnoitered the topography of.
the region and inspected the bodies,

“Three-Fingers.”

_deteils connected therewith will re-
" main ‘forever as a clear-cut picture
never to be effaced from mind and

of the Paecific”

“. ed the mail station in the forenoon of :

the following day, making the 90 miles - :
"t frequent intervals. About one-half --
in 22 hours. They camped at the mail

man and beast until daylight next
doctor ; but gave to the pursuing party °

trails and distances, together with de- 7-'
tails of the massacre, whic:h they sub- .

after a smoke and going through.the

which lay in positions as outlined by -

The scene of the massacre and the

memory : ’ .
- Imag"lne for yourself a trail lying _
at the base of & timber-clad mountain,

.

standing ' perpendicularly, from which :
twisted serub pines and motuntain ma- .
hogany had BrOwWn. from the fissures. -
Beneath the trail . the land sloped
gently to the broad open valley through *

which the river sang, with no protec- :

tion -save a few -wash boulders pro- :
truding a few inches above the soil

mile above this spot stood the grove’

of pine and brush in which *“Three-

Fingers” had sought shelter after the

‘“death of his comrades. Ambushed be-
* hind this natural and-impregnable for- -

tifieation, commanding the trail and
the open valley above and below, the
hostiles picked them off one by one as -
their victims, traveling in single file,

-gpproached, with no possibility of es-.
“caping the deadly trap. From the ver-
" slon given them by “Three-mngers"é

Munday was in the advance and the
first to be shot, his horse belng killed

_under him. He was not, howeyer, in- .

stantly killed, and upon the fall of his
horse he opened fire. His comrades
rallied to the scene, dismounting as
they approached, except “Three-Fin-
gers”, whose experience had taught
him mnever to dismount under Indian
fire. As Healey - walked, leading his
horse, he became the next target, his

. horse. being first badly wounded and
. fractious, which engaged his atten-

tion so that he became confused, and
another shot from -the ambush laid
him low a.short distance from Mun-
day, who was still firing at the un-
seen enemy., No Indians were visible:
throughout the melee. Gurosclose was
the next to fall, screaming as he fell:
“They have got me, Smith.” Thus far
only single shots had been fired from®
the ambush as the travelers ap-
proached, but as Smith drew nearer

(8)
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the hostiles fired in fusilades, and he

o bt e gt .

o
ag above narrated. -

A search of the soﬂ revealed.il4 car-- '._. . :
the homeward_ mazch,’ intending to . s

“tridge shells scattered around the
bodies of the victims; their cartridge

- empty. Bxamination of their rifles re-
vealed only empty shells, showing

scanty supply of ammunition held out.

The bodies had clearly been untouch-'
ed, indicative that the Indiams were -

either in a great hurry to get away or

were short of ammunition. "The car- *
- casses of the horses were far apart ©
Realiging from these -
conditions that the Indians had va- -
- that his hungry comrades wonld con-

“in the valley.

" moged directly after the murders, they

scouted around and soon discovered -

and followed the broad trail up the

H

%& mountain in the soil of the hillside.
) Anticipating that troops would soon’

f be here and bury the dead they main-
¢t tained the pursuit for two days and
l nights, selecting well protected spots
} for camps and keeping vigilant look-
{
]

outs for possible attacks. Approach-

ing the summit the soll of the side- "

hills gave way to bare granite; the
: tracks became lesg recognisable, and a
i summer thunder storm accompanied by
i hail and torrential rain wiped out the
; last vestige of the trail, eliminating all
[l hope of again picking up the hoof
] prints, The pursuers concluded to
i abandon- the chase and return from
l whence they came.
! On the_ evening of the fifth day they
.again reached the battle field and
found that the bodies had been burled
" where they fell, and as a landmark to
perpetuate their memory -the troop had
‘V}g} inseribed upon one of the slabs, behind
which the enemy had laid concegled,
the names of the victims and the date

"belts were on the ground, all of them

¢ - - that they had fired as long as their "]

located near Grangeville

“ ‘of the event under’ crossed. rifles. Here
i and his mule were. severely wounded. -
: Smith then exhausted his cartridges ~
with  huge .slabs of - bare granite% d@ in aimless fire, and resalizing that his -
- eomrades’ were now dead he escaped .

camp that night with the tFoops whom, -

- they - rightly 'surmised~would be near :
.the outlet of the Big Payette lake. In’

sider s mess of fried bear ‘steaks bet:
ter than’ manna from heaven he par

the two hams,’ “and | wrapping t.he ‘hide:
around the” carcass dragged it down
the mou.utain side’ wibh picket rope at
tached to the’ saddle ‘and ‘speedily re.
joined his outfit,»»who -were = dis-

“mounted and chatting with two troop-:

ers Wearing'sergeants".-’__chevrons,. and | :
by the insignia’ ‘on” their caps identi-"
fied them as members’ ‘of the 2nd. Co,, -

'O, 2nd. infantry’,in‘command of Cap-:

tain William ' F.. Drum, . whose com- @
pany kad been detailed from Camp
Howard ,a cantonment which had been
~to protect
the Camas Prairie settlers from pos--
sible Indian raids -and further mar-:
tyrdom such as they had wundergone
from the Chief Joseph hostiles in 1877
The 2nd. infantry had been "sent
out from ' Atlanta,” Georgia, : in 1877,
under Hxecutive - Order issued by
President Hayes :-withdrawing the
troops from the southern stateg dux-
ing the mnegro 'and carpet bag !

(4)
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governments in the
. days. The two treopers whom we met

the writer became acquainted with both.
_.Sergeant Beck was postmaster -’at
" @rangeville for some years, and he and
‘' the writer organized there Company C,
" 1st. regiment Idaho mational guard, of
“which Mr. Beck was elected captain
and the writer quarter master sergeant.
" This company 1ater served in the Phil-
i ippines during the Spanish war. Ser-

* geant Lamb located a farm near Mount .

Idaho where he lived and died some

v .tary funeral by Company O.

" shed was clear of hostiles they return-
ed to the company camp near the out-
let of Big Payette lake as sur-

mised. The civilians stayed behind to

reconstruetion -

" Sheepeater troubles in 1879 they were
“’again detailed to Camp Howard, where

: totally ~uninhabited,

the ‘seanty water season. He later
squatted” on a garden- spot at Elk
reek, on the south fork of Salmon-
river,

.

3

“campaign - were -again . gone over. .
He died there a few years later at a .
ipe old age.  In due time the four -
men returned to Weiser, with -en- - )
ertainment at every house We stopped a -

- a.t en route.’

During the month of August, 1878, - j

' Dan’ Crooks and Boone Helm were

killed in Round valley, at that time °

presumably by |

Sheepeaters, no other Indians being

. years later. Sergeant Beck also died -
at Grangeville and was given & mili- .
- detachment of the 2nd. infantry from

: They -were-out on scout duty, Jand.
being assured that the Payette Water—

cook bear steaks, and did not resume .
the march until the afternoom, reach- -

ing the military camp two hours after
.- midnight. Camping for the Test
" of the night and eating breakfast with
the boys in blue, and being unable
to adjust their 45 cartridges to our

“White mail station. They found “Three
Fingers” still on his cot, but recover-

. .50 Bpringfields, they headed for the -

ing from his wounds. The doctor had -

left for Boise the day before, leaving
the assurance that his patient “could
not be killed with an axe.”
“Three-Fingers” was a prototype of
the artist Proctor’s picture deliniating

the Pioneer, tall and stringy, and a ty-~

pical mountain man accustomed to

. hardships. He was an early arrival lnb'

. the Florence placer camp, where he dis-
" covered and developed “Smith Gulch,”
from which he extracted $300 per day,
but was always broke at the end of

(5
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" three bodies

‘mouth of the south fork,

in that counfry at that time. Their:
bodies were discovered and ‘buried by

Camp Howsrd, mnear Grangeville,
where the parents of Crooks resided.
‘The motive . for these mmders will
never be known,

. Barly in the Spring of 1879 the Sheep-
eaters inaugurated another campaign
of murders and depredations, In the
hostilities which ensued they eluded
of troops sent against
them, defeating one, and resisted cap-
ture until late in the fall, when they

gurrendered with the honors of war--

quite a record cons1dermg the eicum—
stances.

Along ‘the south fork of the Salmon 3‘
river there -were four small farms or
garden patches on narrow bars along
.the canyon, each isalated from the
others, all having but one outlet by
.way of a rugged trail to Wdrrens, a
prosperous placer mining camp. From
James P, Raing’ place, just above the

a2

Johnson’s place, on the main Salmon,
the distance was 40 miles, while ‘be-

" tween these two places were those of

‘Sylvester S. Smith, known as wphree g% g
Fingers”, referred to frequently in
these reminiscenses. There were a few

)

1883, when the events of the 1878 , .

to Hughr . B
-dition
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bars along the rivers where desultory

. placer mining was carried on, though

‘most of these were deserted. All four

‘where the -writer - met him’ mw ranchers had families except Johnson. -

. In March or April of 1879 the hos-

* tiles made their first killings by the -
murders of Johnston and Peter Dor- =
" gey. 'This became known whén Dor-
" gey, Hving at the first ranch below,
. went to visit Johnson in the latter

part of April, and was greeted with

"death - dealing bullets from Indian
.rifles and his life blotted out. These
men_frequently visited Warrens for -

supplies and mail, and as they did
not show up for some time

and the horses -gone..
WOrst
where they were reinforced by neigh-
bors and returned to the river for. &
more. thorough search.
field théy discovered the decomposed

bodies of Johmson and Dorsey, bear- -
Indian signs - 3
- Indian “camp was reached * e'arly

ing gunshof wounds.
were discovered, and the circumstances

~warranted the conclusion that the out-

rages had been committed by redskins.

A messenger - was ' dispatched to
Camp Howard requesting that a force
be sent.to protect the Warrens com-
munity and capture- the Indians.
Tdent. Henry OCatley set out with a
detachment of 60 mounted men of
the 2nd. infantry early in July, ac-
companied by a large pack train with
supplies for several weeks, Some
«iviians were recruited, making &
total strength of 70 men. The expe-
reached Warrens by forced
marches and proceeded into the
Sheepeater countrf. They marched
eastward for eleven days toward the
middie fork of the Salmon river. No
Indian’ signs appeared until July 28

(8)

" Vinegar Hill ‘and’ the’return to War-
rens- was ma.de publxc‘

their
friends in the camp decided, in May, ‘°
‘to lnvestigate the cause of their ab-
sence. The pdrty failed to find any-
“ one. at the Jobnson house; and saw

‘that the cabin had been. plundered

Fearing the .
they returned to. Warrens, .

"y appears “that
“in fhe report of his’ scouts that Indian

In a near-by

 dently in a hurry, a8 large supplies

«. abandoned.

. happeniugs which
- covery-af the

Indians, the attack-en ,
the troops,”the” retreat, ‘the . fight on .

by an ofﬂcial -

had been seen, -altho ‘twice "repeate
to him by’ different -persons cognizan

ed sending out a soouting pait:y Barl
next morning the"troops broke cam;

the forenocon “and: found deserted, ‘evi
of food and other’ equipment had been’

plies the t1oops were ordered without
customary precaution’of an’ advaumee
guard and flankers on”the surround-
ing ridges. - They"‘weré"’soon greeted
by & volley from’the opposite side of
the creek; ~the“iroops quickly dis-
mounted and- sought protection from
the enemy's fire, Two of their num-
ber, Privates James Doyle and A. R.
Holmes of Co. C.; 2nd. Infantry, were
severely wounded. - A detall of five
men ‘were ordered to bring them in.
Catley then ordered a retreat to thelr
lust camp to await .arrival of the
pack train, which scon appeared, and
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“ the night was spent without alarm.”
- BHarly next morning Qatley ordered
", .the men to move wp & long ridge to
the summit of the high mountain on
the north. They had hardly left the
base of the ridge when the pack train
“In the rear was attacked, but Mulen-

ly “within the lines. However, the
Indians had also attacked the head
of the column, thus placing the troops
between a  crossfire. Sklrmjshers
were ordered out to. drive back fhe
redskins in front, but were soon re-
* pulsed. The Indians fired the brush
and their mounts. ¥or fourteen hours
tion, only five shots having been fir-
~ed by the soldiers.
* accessible owing to Indian command
of the creek.
- came that, so the legend runs, they
" opened a keg of vinegar found in the

pack train supplies, and with its con-

© tents allayed their thirst. From this
incident “Vinegar Hill"”" derived its
name,

In the subsequent retreat the great-
er part of the pack train was lost,
" furnishing the hostiles with needed
provisions, equipment and ammuni-
tion. They also secured the rifles
and cartridge belts of the two wound-

across the creek Lieut. Mulenberg was
thrown from his horse and one of his
knee caps dislocated. A short forced

march the next morning brought the

© tired .command to Warrens,
they rested, and when again on the
< march met up at the Burgdorf Hot
. springs with Col. R. F. Bernard, in

"command of a company of the Ist.
- cavalry fresh from Boise barracks.
“.  Subsequently Lieut. Catley was sub- "

.-fjected to a court martial at Fort
‘Walla Walla in January, 1880, on
charges of “Misbehavior, etc., in the

‘berg and Webster brought them safe- "

and grass to demoralise the troops

the command was kept in this post-

‘So thiristy they be-..

~-civillan population of Warrens.

- dignation,

ed soldiers. In scaling the heights .

with ‘his retreaty in Idaho in 1879".'

Among the dates mentioned *in the:
ust 1 and 2, 1879. The verdict of the

ed RE
from the service.

risen from the ranks, and that the

‘West Point graduates. The verdict of

: the court martial was set aside by
‘president Hayes. :
On Catley's arrival at the Burg-' .
- dorf springs he was relievegd. of hig -
Water was not :

dommand by Col. Bernard and order-

alrymen to reinforce the stockaded
In
the absence of Bernard in the moun-
tain fastpess, the ‘Indians inaugur-
ated the second tragedy enacted -on
the south fork of the Salmon, a tra-
gedy which fired the communities

court martial was “Guilty- as Charg- :
-and recommended hig dismissal- i

{ Many " civiHans familiar with mili
tary__matters protested these charges : Lo
were preferred because Catley had

court martial was a matter of preju-.
dice and clannishness on the part of °

interested .In a blaze of righteous in- =

little farm of James P. Rains who,

The Scene is laid at the ©

with his family, had lived for a num- -

ber of years and had accumulated a

~valuable property by dint of hard

work, supplying the Warrens popula- -

“tion and surrounding mining camps
where

with the products of his farm, rais-
ing and baling hay which he packed

. into the camps and sold for $80 and
Mr. Rains had never .

$100 per ton.

quarreled with the Indians and was

held in the highest respect by every

body in those mountains. He was nev-

er apprehensive of special danger to
himself or family.: He was engaged

‘in harvesting his hay crop when

(1)
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i e

ed back to Camp Howard. - With a

~portion of the Catley :2rd. infantry
" Bernard moved into the Sheepeater .
~ country, leaving a guard of twelve cav-

charges are July 29, 30, 31 and Aug-w '@

“rens,’

" rench,

- ing;

- his farm emroute

it

FORGOTTEN

" PRAGEDIES

- "Catley’s command - traveled through
to Camp Howard,

and ~ informed the family = that

they -.must - get away to Warrens -
“the -
“hostiles were in close pemsuit. Mr. -w
Raing promptly followed -this ad- ™
" vice, took his family safely to War-'-_j
: and seeing .nor hearing any--*
- thing abeut Indians being anywhere
in that ‘reglon, .he returmed to his *
accompanied by James Xd-
wards and Harry Serren, the latter
being . better known throughout cen- .-
" tral Idaho as “Lemhi”.
. elapsed

speedily as possible as

since = Qatley's

the interior. - Rains, Hdwards and

Serrén were gathering the hay crop. ™
against them they’ rushed for the house

On Friday, August 15, Albert Webber,

- who ived near Grangeville, and bro-
- ther<in-law of Rains, ‘and -now .&sole -

surviving witness: of the tragedy,
joined the party. at the ranch and

* volunteered his services in the hay.
The August sun is almost "
tropical in those low-lying and en- -

harvest.

closed canyons, and a lojg moon
slesta is customary. They hoped to
compléete their work by Saturday and

return to Warrens on the Sabbath.’
From the first they had worked with -

rifles by their side. Saturday morn-
ing they carried tbeir rifles to their
work as usual. At noon they return-

-ed to the house for lunch, resting un-

til thrée o’ciock. They discussed the
advisability of carrying their weap-
ons back to the hay press and decid-

ed to dispense with this precaution.

They were putting the last bale
through the press well towards. even-
the twilight deepened, distant
ohjects were becoming obscured, when
a rifle shot from the direction of the
house startled them.. The others

> thought that Webber was shooting at

a grouse. A volley of rifle fire fol-

lowed, whizzing close to their ears.

Ten days had
return. -
Bernard was well on his way into.

“ the more’ probable 1t was ‘that theyj' .
~would ‘be cut’off from" the house ‘and" ©
“their _weapons, “with’ absolnte; .certainty
of death. Notwithsta.nding “the "odds

- at all hazards’ and cautiously climb-
ing .the bank ‘of: 'the; creek. they start-:
.ed along the” trail -with ‘Rainsg in the

“advance. . The" trail led’ over a small
'exposed point BIN I

to the trail, and-as® 'e'}”reached'the' .
summit of the- point ¥ ‘8 ‘gun ﬂashed
and the brave  pioneer’ staggered A‘
ball had pierced" his right “hip.
other shot rang .
‘tion of the cabin,” tearlng -a frightful’
wound 'in "his“body.*#Edwards ‘and -
“Lemhbi” saw him’fall;’they saw the °
“flagh of the gun”from’ the direction
of the cabin; they heard shooting in’
many directions,i‘espeeially on ' the
right, where it was afterwards learn-
e that Webber had beeun firing -at the
Indiasns. The two men decided that
‘Webber had been taken, and that they
‘had better retreat fo the creek can-
"wyon, which they:reached unharmed.
No safety there, so they walked, crawl-
ed and ran to the forks of the creek,
a place they had never seen, From
here they toiled over sharp rocks and
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" through- . scattering pines until they |}
‘reached the summit, 2500 feet above
_the creek canyon. KExhausted, - they”
v.erawled into a thicket. and slept for ™
" a short nap. At daybreak they found

an old trail which they followed into
Warrens, arriving about 7 o'clock. "A
little later Webber arrived, much to
the surprise of Edwards and “Lemhi”.
Hig escape was as marvelous as that
of his companions. i
“ As soon as the Indians opemed ﬁre'_'.'
Webber grasped the sitwation and
prepared to defend the cabin. He had -
not done much shooting because he
was insfantly expecting the men in
the field to return for their rifles.
Soon after dark Rains reached the
- cabin and was admitted by Webber, :
" who laid him on a couch and minis-~"
-+ tered to his wants as best he could.

"~ Rains called for water and after drink- .
- ing a little, moaned in pain and peace-
. fully passed away. Webber was now
;. in serious danger. The Indiang light- -
¢ ed several bonfires around the house
for the purpose of watching his move-
ments. Almost in despair he noted
7'that the fire in the rear of the cabin’

- burned low, Now that Rains was

- beyond aid Webber grasped the op-.

portunity and faking the best gun in
the outfit he erawled Into an irrigat- .
ing ditch with willows on both banks

.which he followed to its source in
~ -the ecreek, and then began a terrible
climb. He ascended the precipitous
canyon and made the summit. From
this point he watehed the Indians
burn the buildings on the ranch and
the few miner's cabins along the
stream. Ké estimated the number of
hostiles taking part in the attack as
seven although he thought there
might be more.

At Warrens a volunteer company
- of eighteen well armed me, under -
, the leadership of Norman B. Willey,
© later a governor of the State of

o

“gike "all of the depredation
“filed by the vietims of Idabo county

= so-called

-eaters.
creek over the same route taken by

nuiang. A messenger was dispat:ch'-

“ed to Col. Bernard. The company

proceeded fo the Raing ranch a.nd@

‘found the usual scene of - desolation :

following an ‘Indian attack.

contents of the buildings was ‘esti-

and the two children; but her claim,

during the Nez Perce war, were

* thrown out by the claims commis-’ :
slon, dnd the widows left absolutely - -

destitute through the deviliry of. the
“Wards . of the Nation.”
- Such ‘is" the story of the Rains

Albert Webber on July 10, 1925. Mr.
Webber was shot through the left

% shoulder, leaving a wound from the
-evil effects of which he still suffers
“in hig advancing- age.
time of his death was a young man -
Edwards and
- “Lemhi’” both resided in Grangeville
for some-years, finally passing on to =

Rains at the
aged about 30 years.
a more peaceful land.

Col. Bernard remained in the moun-
taing until early in September, but

was unsuccessful in capturing the hos- -

tiles, though the presence of the troops

" kept the Imdians from' further out-
Barly in July second Lieut,
“Edward S. Farrow, was detailed with
& force of 40 men of the 2Ist in-
©"fantry and twenty Umatilla Indian
.scouts with instructions to commence

rages.

a fall campaign against the Sheep-
This force proceded to Big

claims

swalio, took the fleld to pursue the

" In. the " .
uing of the cabin where the Rains

- family had made their home
- where "'Webber made his brave stand,
“they found the charred bones of Rains’ -
- body, which were taken to Warrens v-
‘and properly interred. .
“The damage to the property and :

and

“smated at $3000, which the govern- - v
“ment was asked to pay to the widow

massacre as personally narrated by

i

|
i
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"Catley and Bernard. » Farrow -was’
and profundly impressed

energetie .
the hostiles with his determination
to capture them. An official letter
from the -Adjutant - general of the
War dept., Washington, D. C., dated
June " 18, 1925, in response to- en-

"7 quiries made by the writer, states:

" “Nothing has been found of record
showing definitely the date of sur-
render of the last party of Sheep-
eater Indians to Second iLieutenat -
.Hdward S. Farrow, 21st. Infan-

" try, in 1879. However, the re-
cords indicate that Lieutenant

" Parrow and his force of Umatilla ~°

Indian Scbuts captured 14 Sheep-
eaters at Big Salmon Meadows
September 21; compelied the sur-

" render of 89 near the middle fork
of Salmon river OQOectober 1, and
compelled the surrender of 12
QOctober 6, 1879, near Chamber-
lain basin.”

A report, current at the time, in-
dicated that few Indians ever sur-
* rendered to United States troops un-
der more favorable conditions,
Sheepeaters were allowed, according
to this rumor, to retain their weapons
and property; were exempted from
prosecution by the eivil authorities of
- Idaho County, in whose juridiction
their atrocities were committed. The
ca;itives were brought out of the moun-
tains by Lieut, I'axrrow by way of

Grangeville, and after being kept at
TFort Vancouver for a time, were plac-

ed upon the Fort Hall reservation in
the southeastern part of the State. A-
_bout ome-halt of the prisomers were
‘men, This total is supposed to repre-
sent their total strength, while others
contend that not one-half of the In-
A dians surrendered.

Speaking of their capture, the War-

iens corvespondent of the TLewiston

(10)

- veller,” ; October’

* clemencies of ‘the’season;- short sup-”

" try thus’ elesu:ed

_.1ebu11t the Waste places caused by th
" war, and made’ the % ) u

The

1879, says: “Too’
much praise’cannot be ‘accorded Ideut. : -
Farrow -for his“exertions in this af-" -
fair. - He 'has” been “#thoroughly " in :

earnest ;- has persevered when other;
wenkened ; has’ resolutely faced the in

‘pies; - poor-and exhausted stock; and ° g
has achieved : complete ‘guccess. Im ¥ ¢
*these expressions' 'gmtitude I but’;

echo "the 'sentiments” of every- one “of -
our citizens. The’l rge"scope of coun-
should :

happily proved thé-conclusmn of :In

- ‘dian disturbances ‘in “Idaho" County

“Six’ years ‘of patxent Aindustry have

more beautiful "than
the farms of the j;_Walla. Waua valley

experiences "of. our people during the®:
war of 1877 ,the results it has hrought g
have advanced them in " the" 1ace 0
life and bettered - their” condition by :
giving them broader ‘views of men and ‘a:
things than are- usually'"found in com :
munities so isolated. The ‘sears of war::
have been covered wlth “the fruits of | -
peace, ~ andg Gamas Prairie © is now a - .
garden spot, -making manifest . the -
broad difference between the elevating
infiuences of our -Caucasian civiliza-
tion and the eunforced degredation by
the Government of the- Indians on the
adjoining reservation.” T

Grangeville, Idaho, July 14, 1925.

AARON ¥. PARKER.




